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PREFACE 
Helping human beings, who are outside of the focus of the big 
international aid organizations  
 

Since 1991, Somaliland is a state at the horn of Africa 
independent of Somalia. Despite its democratic structure, 
Somaliland is not recognized as an independent country by 
the international community and therefore hardly receives 
any aid or support from international organizations. 
Somaliland is simply out of their focus.  
We, Hadia Medical Swiss, together with the University 
Hospital of Basle, the Edna Adan University Hospital, the 
Somaliland Swiss Association and a big number of 
voluntary experts try to overcome the lack of international 
aid and support this peace-loving nation with sustainable 

projects and further development in the Somaliland health sector. 
With our initiatives in medical education in the area of mother and child as well as 
in the installation and development of medical oriented infrastructure we, together 
with our partners and the Somaliland people, establish the preconditions for a 
successful fight against FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) in the local health sector. 
This aspiring, young, peace-loving nation is paying us back our engagement with 
a decreasing infant mortality rate, with a high gratefulness expressed by a cordial 
deep smile and with its own strong engagement even in this difficult year. 
Personally, this gives me a very big sense of delight to be a small part of this 
positive development in Somaliland and to feel with how much engagement and 
enthusiasm the Somaliland people, our partner organizations and the big number 
of the voluntary experts are supporting our project initiatives.  
Although the pandemic year 2020 did allow us to conduct only a few of our 
missions and planned project initiatives we, together with all our partners, were 
able to go forward successfully with our lasting initiatives.  
We could execute several planning and preparation activities which will help us in 
2021 to conduct efficiently and successfully our infrastructure projects such as 
water supply for the Edna Adan University Hospital or the extension of the delivery 
room in the gynecological department as well as the planned education initiatives 
of the university hospital of Basle on the spot. 
 
We are looking forward to those new challenges! 
 
 
 
Dr. oec. HSG Thomas Bergmann, Vicepresident  



– 3 – 

 

2020 ─ Everything different than planned 

The 2020 program envisioned medical and technical missions in April and October. 
We were ready and well positioned to continue our engagement and help many 
women and girls suffering from Female Genital Mutilation. Then came Corona and 
trips to Somaliland were no longer possible. We changed our priorities and used 
the time to prepare the renovation of the water supply and the construction of the 
new delivery room of the Edna Adan Hospital for implementation. And together 
with Swiss TPH and the Somaliland Swiss Association, we helped the Somaliland 
government to procure test kits for corona testing and supported them financially. 

Towards the end of the year, our project coordinator Hassan Aydid traveled to 
Hargeisa and began preparations for the renovation of the water supply at Edna 
Adan University Hospital. After about two months of work, he returned towards 
the end of February 21. Construction will begin at the end of May 2021, and 
preparations are being made at the same time for the construction of a new 
delivery room. Detailed plans are available for both projects. 

 
At first hand  
Dr. h.c. mult. Edna Adan Ismail has written 
her autobiography. The book is the 
inspiring, intimately told story of a 
fascinating woman. It also provides deep 
insights into Somali culture and describes in 
a harrowing way the consequences of 
Female Genital Mutilation and unqualified 
traditional obstetric care.  
Edna Adan Ismail joined Hadia's patronage 
committee this year. She sent us an 
upsetting account of the suffering women 
face because of FGM and sent us the appeal 
for help below.  
The reports and the words of Edna Adan 
Ismail strengthen us in our dedication to the 
women and girls of Somaliland. 
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More well-trained midwives, more healthy women  

The 60 or so nurses and midwives from 
hospitals all over the country, already 
trained by the University Hospital 
Basel, are doing a great job. They help 
many women every day, perform births 
and save lives. The success of our 
courses is bearing fruit across the 
country. These positive developments 
encourage us to greatly expand our 
course activities. 
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The courses 
The mission that was cancelled due to Corona will be made up for in the summer 
of 2021, and another will follow in the fall. For each mission, three teams with 
three female doctors and three female nurses will travel to Somaliland and conduct 
two courses each. In this way, the number of course participants can be increased 
from just under 60 per year to around 170. The courses are led by Prof. Dr. Irene 
Hösli, chief physician at the University Hospital Basel. In the following paper she 
explains the activities of her courses.  
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Clean water for the patients of the Edna Adan Hospital 

The water supply at Edna Adan Hospital 
is dilapidated and infected with bacteria. 
Even the groundwater is sometimes too 
salty. Specialists investigated the 
problem and a master's thesis was 
prepared at the ZHAW in Switzerland. 
Based on this, the detailed plans for a 
new water supply system were drawn up 
in 2020. It will be built at the end of May 
2021. Already in December 2020, our project coordinator traveled to Hargeisa and 
prepared the constructions. 
 

Help the people to help themselves 

In preparation for the renovation of the 
water supply system as well as the 
construction of the delivery room, we sent 
a container full of building materials and 
high-quality medical equipment to Edna 
Adan. At the same time, the school of 
Balimataan received beds, tables, chairs 
and benches as well as other material. 
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Balance Sheet as of 31/12/2020 
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Income Statement 2020 
 

 




